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2013 session ends without a budget agreement 

As the eleventh hour approached 
Sunday afternoon, it became glaringly 
obvious that no budget agreement 
would suddenly materialize and allow us 
to adjourn the 2013 legislative session 
on time. After 105 days - despite the 
Senate's passage of a budget that 
puts over a billion dollars into 
education, balances for four 
years, reduces tuition at state 
colleges and universities by three 
percent, and doesn't raise any taxes - 
the House of Representatives refused 
to back away from its proposal to raise 
your taxes by about a billion dollars. 

Since the House couldn't get its job done on time, a special session is now required to continue 
the state’s unfinished business. But the overtime session - which begins on Monday, May 13 - 
should never have been necessary. When the Senate passed its bipartisan budget proposal by a 
vote of 30-18 (with the support of nine Democrats) and sent it to the House of Representatives, I 
was optimistic. However with just over two weeks left in the 15-week session, House budget 
writers revealed a proposal that would raise taxes on businesses and families in Washington 
by $1.1 billion in the two-year budget cycle that begins on July 1, with next to none of that 
revenue going toward basic education. 

I believe that, with Washington residents still struggling to make ends meet, the House proposal 
was a truly unrealistic place from which to begin negotiating. Our focus in the Majority 
Coalition Caucus has been from day one to create jobs, improve education and pass a 
sustainable, no-new-taxes budget. It was an ambitious but achievable challenge, however now 
taxpayers are going to be forced to fund yet another special session because the House wants to 
keep doing business as usual...taking more money out of your pocket and putting it toward 
special-interest programs. 

http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Committees/AWRD/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Committees/EET/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Committees/EDU/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Committees/TRAN/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.majoritycoalitioncaucus.org/
http://www.majoritycoalitioncaucus.org/
http://sharonbrown.src.wastateleg.org/


While I'm disappointed that yet another special session looms ahead (which seems to be turning 
into an annual event in Olympia), I'm encouraged that the Majority Coalition has remained 
firm in its commitment to its principles and I believe that jobs, families and economic recovery 
will win out over taxes, spending and bigger government. I'll be sure to keep you posted via these 
Bridges e-newsletters so you can follow what's happening in your state government. 

  

Creating jobs, stimulating economic growth 

I've been able to get some of my bill 
proposals through both the House and 
the Senate. The first day I arrived in 
Olympia, I made it clear that my 
priorities were to reduce the size of 
government and streamline the way 
it interacts with businesses around 
the state. The less regulatory burden a 
business must deal with, the more time 
and resources it can expend elsewhere, 
which translates into reinvestment in the 
business and putting more people to 
work. That's been my top priority from 
day one.  
 

HB 1403 (the companion to my SB 5680) passed the Senate and House unanimously and 
was delivered to the governor on April 23. It is inspired by a report from the state auditor’s 
office in 2012. It would remove two agencies and add 16 to the list required to provide all their 
licenses online through the state’s Business Licensing Service, the state’s primary business-
licensing portal. Each agency would also provide an annual report to the state Department of 
Revenue.  

HB 1818 (the companion to my SB 5765) also passed the Senate and House unanimously 
and was delivered to the governor. It would create a pilot business regulatory efficiency 
program administered by the Department of Commerce, the goal of which would be to improve 
the regulatory environment for businesses in Washington. Together with the Office of Regulatory 
Assistance and the Office of Accountability and Performance, the commerce department would 
conduct multi-jurisdictional regulatory streamlining projects that impact specific industry sectors, 
beginning with the state’s manufacturing sector.  

Senate Bills 5679 and 5718 both passed the Senate unanimously but are stalled in the 
House of Representatives. Fortunately, bills remain valid for the duration of the biennium - a 
two-year budget cycle - so if these measures are determined during the special session to be 
"necessary to implement the budget," they could find themselves fast-tracked to the governor's 
desk at any time.  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=1403&year=2013
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5680&year=2013
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=1818&year=2013
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5765&year=2013


SB 5679 would improve the business 
climate and stimulate job creation by 
requiring certain agencies to establish a 
formal review process of existing rules. 
I was able to get it through the Senate 
Governmental Operation Committee, 
the Senate Trade and Economic 
Development Committee, the 
Senate Ways and Means Committee, 
and finally through Rules and the full 
Senate. In the House, the bill passed 
the House Committee on Government 
Operations & Elections but stalled in 
the House Appropriations Committee.  

SB 5718 would improve customer service to businesses by monitoring the implementation of a 
business licensing portal for businesses to access the inspections, licenses and permits required 
by all state agencies. I worked to get this bill out of the Senate Trade and Economic 
Development Committee, Rules and the full Senate. Again, in the House, it passed the House 
Committee on Technology & Economic Development but stalled in Appropriations. I'm still 
working to keep these bills alive during the special session and I'll keep you posted on 
their progress. 

SB 5701 also passed the House and Senate unanimously and was delivered to the 
governor on April 23. It would add the Professional Educator Standards Board to the list of 
organizations that may file complaints with the state Office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and allow OSPI to issue a reprimand to educators as a penalty for submitting 
fraudulent test scores.  

 

Always interested in your feedback 

As you know, getting your feedback as often as possible is the best way to help me do my 
job. I've been fortunate enough to hear from many of you over the past week, and I would 
encourage all of you to continue staying connected to state government. If you would like to 
contact me you can write, e-mail, or call my office to schedule an appointment. It continues to be 
my honor to serve you in the Washington State Senate. 

Sincerely, 

 

Sharon Brown 
State Senator 
8th District 

 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5679&year=2013
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5718&year=2013
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5701&year=2013
https://dlr.leg.wa.gov/memberemail/mailform.aspx?chamber=s&district=8


CONTACT ME: 

Web: www.senatorsharonbrown.com  
E-mail: sharon.brown@leg.wa.gov 
Phone: 360-786-7614 
Toll-Free: 800-562-6000 
  
Address: 
201 Newhouse Building 
P.O. Box 40408 
Olympia, WA 98504-0408 
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